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THE GEORGIAN ALPHABET
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A B C D E F G H J K L

31 an th d 3,000 dom /dzel 3 dz /d3/

32 F m 0 4,000 fom Its’e/ c ts' s’/

33 S g 3 5,000 36 g€l ¢ ch' I/

34 v v b 6,000 bsb Ixel X kh Ix/

35 Y Y 5 7,000 506 — q q — O

36 X 4 ® 8,000 26 /dze/ 3 Izl @

37 U ] 3 9,000 3sy /he/ h h /n/

38 3 & g 10,000 ™3, 3my — o} oh — ©O®

NOTES

Column A: Letter sequence number.

Column B: Asomtavruli ('majuscule’) epigraphic script (ca. 5-10 CC), also known as mrglovani
('rounded'). All letters are of equal height and fit between two horizontal lines.

Column C: Nuskhuri ('miniscule’) script (ca. 10-12 CC) more suited to handwriting. Letters are of

unequal height, and are written using a four-line 'staff'. The asomfavruliand mkhedruli
scripts are collectively known as khufsuri (‘ecclesiastical’).
Column D: Mkhedruli ('military') graphical script (developed ca. 11-17 CC and currently in use).

Letters are of unequal height, and are written using a four-line 'staff'.

Column E: Numerical value formerly assigned to each letter.
Column F: Formal and traditional letter name.
Column G: Common letter reference. (Note that in common usage consonants are usually named

in combination with /e/, /ae/, or a central vowel.)
Column H: Scientific transliteration (one of several schemes).
Column J: English-based transcription (other schemes use k for 3, ¢ for 3, j for d, etc.)
Column K: IPA symbol.
Column L: Notes as follows:
@ Letter now obsolete.
® Variant letter forms: co (g), W) (q), ™ (1), ®(6), and % (3).
® Also sometimes known as 5 356039.

@ Also sometimes known as omes.

® A single letter (Q u.[) had developed by the twelfth century to represent /u/.
®The following additional letters are used in transcribing the other Kartvelian

languages: s, $, 3, 6, @, 9, d, g, and .
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